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Policy Statement:

Glenmore Christian Academy (GCA) is committed to providing a nurturing, academically enriching, and
spiritually uplifting learning environment for all students. This commitment reflects our mission to Teach
Truth, Inspire Excellence, Experience Christ and Serve Through Love. The Government of Alberta
recognizes the educational merit of school libraries, including the importance of access to classic literary
works, and that ensuring all students have access to developmentally appropriate literary materials can
positively impact their mental health and well-being. GCA recognizes our responsibility to provide a
welcoming, caring, respectful, and safe learning environment that respects diversity and nurtures a sense
of belonging and a positive sense of self.

This policy is established in compliance with Ministerial Order #034/2025, issued by the Minister of
Education and Childcare, pursuant to section 18(2)(b) of the Education Act. Its purpose is to clearly define
the standards and procedures for selecting, providing, and accessing all school literary materials within
GCA. These guidelines ensure compliance with provincial regulations while upholding the school's mission
to Teach Truth, Inspire Excellence, Experience Christ and Serve Through Love.

Scope:

This policy applies to all school literary materials, whether in physical or electronic form, that are
accessible or available to students at GCA, including materials in school libraries, classroom collections,
and other school-managed resources.

For the purposes of this Policy, the following definitions from Ministerial Order #034/2025 apply:
e "Classroom collection” means a teacher's collection of literary materials, including books,

magazines, comics, graphic novels or other literary or graphic materials, whether in physical or
electronic form, that are selected, curated or managed by the teacher for use by or available to
students in the teacher's classroom

e "School literary materials" means any materials, including books, magazines, comics, graphic
novels or other literary or graphic materials, whether in physical or electronic form, that are
accessible or available to students at school

e "Sexual act" means an activity or action of a distinctly sexual nature, as outlined in the Ministerial
Order #034/2025

e "Visual depiction" means a visual or graphic representation, such as a drawing or painting, an

illustration, a photographic or digital image or a video file
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Standards for School Library Materials:

GCA adheres to the following standards regarding the selection, availability, and access of school literary
materials:

¢ (a) Prohibition of Explicit Visual Depictions of Sexual Acts: GCA ensures that school literary materials
containing any explicit visual depiction of a sexual act are not accessible or available to students in the
school. Furthermore, no such school literary materials shall be selected for inclusion in the school library.

¢ (b) Regular Review: The school administration and designated staff shall regularly review school literary
materials to ensure ongoing compliance with this policy.

¢ (c) Publicly Available Listing: GCA established and maintains a publicly available listing of all school
literary materials, excluding those contained within classroom collections, and updates this list annually.

¢ (d) Classroom Collection Parental Information: GCA ensures that parents have access to school libraries
during meetings with their child’s teacher, which are scheduled multiple times throughout the year.

¢ (e) Information to Minister: Upon request by the Minister of Education and Childcare, GCA will provide
any requested information and reports on school literary materials

Collection, Curation, Management and Review of School Literary Materials:
GCA will:

e At GCA, the selection, curation, and management of school literary materials is approached with
careful research and discernment. Potential titles are sourced through a variety of avenues, including
social media, Pinterest, publishing companies, bookstores, blogs, and recommendations from
teachers and other Christian school librarians. Once identified, each book is carefully considered and
evaluated through reputable review sites such as Goodreads, Plugged-In, Common-Sense Media,
Focus on the Family, and Christian parent forums, as well as through general searches. Particular
attention is given to content areas that may raise concerns, such as excessive romance or violence
and inappropriate language. In addition, staff members—primarily the librarian—read titles directly
to ensure suitability and age-appropriateness for students. Selection also involves filling in missing
books from existing series or adding titles recommended by Language Arts teachers. On the
management side, books are periodically culled based on three key criteria: outdated content,
physical condition, and circulation frequency. In all steps of this process, we seek God’s wisdom to
steward our library collections in a way that equips and protects our students.

e Systematically and regularly review school literary materials to ensure their ongoing suitability and
compliance with this policy.
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e Allow individuals to formally request that the school authority review, change the access to or
availability of, reconsider, or remove specific school literary materials for reasons related to this

policy.
o Such requests may be made by:
= (i) A student enrolled in Glenmore Christian Academy,
= (ii) An employee of Glenmore Christian Academy,
= (iii) A parent of a student enrolled in Glenmore Christian Academy,
* (iv) A member of the school board of Glenmore Christian Academy, or
* (v) A member of the community with a direct connection to Glenmore Christian Academy.

o All requests must be submitted in writing to the school administration, outlining the specific material
in question and the reasons for the request, particularly in relation to the prohibition of explicit visual
depictions of sexual acts. The school administration will assess the material against this policy and
communicate the decision to the requestor within a reasonable timeframe.

Communication and Accessibility:
GCA will clearly communicate this policy and its related procedures to all employees, students, and
parents.

Glenmore Christian Academy (GCA), is a ministry of First Alliance Church of the Christian and Missionary
Alliance. We share a foundational belief that all people are loved by God and are individually unique. GCA
has a mission, in partnership with parents and families, to help students strive for their God-given
potential in all aspects of their person: spiritual, academic, physical, social, emotional and moral. In
accordance with our Statement of Faith, we believe in the infallible Holy Bible, which establishes the only
rule of Christian faith and practice. We believe in personal salvation through faith in Jesus Christ’s
crucifixion and resurrection. We believe that Jesus calls us to care for each other, and to continue His good
work as disciples who love one another. We show our love by our actions, evidenced daily throughout our
school. We serve the Calgary community, and provide humanitarian support for the impoverished,
oppressed, and marginalized around the world.

This policy and its related procedures are available at www.gcaschool.com.
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